Finding the Perfect Pooch I RKIZEEN

It’s no secret that Americans love pets. But there is a darker side to the world of animal ownership that
many people aren’t aware of. Of the eight million pets that are admitted to U.S. animal shelters each year,
nearly three million are put to death because they are not adopted. That’s why animal lovers throughout
the nation have launched two campaigns to help these adorable creatures find homes before they are

euthanized.
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The first campaign is the Shelter Pet Project. It aims to educate people about the plight of animals confined

in shelters and also encourages them to adopt an animal from a shelter rather than buy from a pet shop. To

get the point across, the campaign uses funny, animated TV commercials.
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Another effort that helps pets find new homes is Adopt Your Doggie Double. Potential pooch owners can

visit a special website and find their doggie doppelganger through facial recognition technology. First, the
person uploads their image to the website. Then, special software scans a database of available pets in the
area and matches the person with a similar-looking pet. In a 24-hour period in March, over 170,000 people

found their “long-lost twins” through this innovative approach.
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Hopefully these campaigns will enlighten people about the difficult conditions at many animal shelters in

the U.S., and around the world. Maybe someday soon, would-be pet owners in Taiwan will have a similar

resource for discovering their own doggie doubles.

i X EIE A REL RACEW B, SCE AN A4 VR 2 s A T INEE . BRFAARUR, RSO 729
TEREERAR, WA ISR SR BB 1 2] A SRR AR H 4 o

— by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_euthanasia
http://theshelterpetproject.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facial_recognition_system

pooch [putf] n. <FE{E>H, FeFif

shelter [ " [elta] n. W& T

campaign [keem " pen] n. 353}

adorable: [ " dorab!] adj. [ 1] ] %) delightful, lovable, and charming
plight: [platt] n. % a condition of extreme hardship, danger, etc

confine [ken ~ fain] v. 2%}

doggie [ * dog1] n. #i; /N

doppelganger: [~ dapal geena] n. AL A match; identical part or thing
long-lost: [  lonlost] adj. 2% T {R1<EH][¥) a long-lost person, especially a relative, is someone who you have
not seen for a long time

enlighten [in " lattn] v. /5%, JHil

would-be: [ * wud,bi] adj. 8% A desiring, attempting, or professing to be
double: [ > dab!] n. FEEELF A B4 one that closely resembles another; a duplicate

Idiom

dark side of someone or something: X% the negative and often hidden aspect of someone or something
admit to: 0 (G A) #E... to allow entering some place

put someone or some creature to death: #4b4t to kill someone or some creature

get across: (ffi) #iFif# to make understandable or clear



